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KEEPING FOOD SAFE IN THE EU

Risk 
Assessment

Risk 
Management

Risk 
Communication
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FOOD SAFETY IN EUROPE AT NATIONAL LEVEL

Risk Management Risk Assessment

13 Countries

Risk Management + Risk Assessment

11 Countries

6 Countries

Risk Management Risk AssessmentRM + RA
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COOPERATION PLATFORM

Advisory Forum

representatives of the 
national food safety 

authorities of the 28 EU 
MSs, Iceland and Norway

Focal Point Network

 Joint force in addressing  
EU RA and RC issues

 Advise EFSA on:
 Scientific matters
 Its work programme 

and priorities
 Identify emerging risks

The EFSA Management Board 
noted “the strategic 

contribution of the FPs as a 
cornerstone of scientific 

cooperation with MSs and in 
communication activities 

across Europe”
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COOPERATION PLATFORM (2)

Art.36 organisations

Scientific Networks

Art.
36

They carry out various tasks to 
assist EFSA with its mission
 preparatory work for scientific 

opinions
 scientific and technical 

assistance
 collection of data
 identification of emerging risks 

They share data and insights 
on specific subjects and 
develop harmonised 
approaches. This enhances 
mutual understanding, reduces 
duplication of work potential 
for diverging opinions.
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ADVISORY FORUM & FOCAL POINTS

AF member and FP representative belong to 
different Art.36 organisations

Art.
36

Art.
36

2 Countries

Same Art.36 organisation

Art.
36

27 Countries
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SCIENTIFIC NETWORKS

Art.
36 23 Countries

Scientific Network representatives

Art.
36 7 Countries

Scientific Network representatives
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WHY SCIENTIFIC COOPERATION

EFSA Strategy 2020

Strategic Objective 3: Further build the EU 
scientific assessment capacity and knowledge

community
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TOOLS FOR COOPERATION 

Cooperation

Experts

Outreach  
activities 

Staff 
Exchange

RA 
training

Research 
Platform

Grants & 
Procurements

EU Risk 
Assessment 

Agenda

Information 
exchange
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EFSA GRANT TYPE

Implementing 
distinct projects

Receiving direct 
support

Creating long-term 
partnerships

Encouraging 
innovation

Building expertise Exchanging 
knowledge
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EXAMPLE: FELLOWSHIP GRANTS – EU-FORA

• 2 cycles

• 30 fellows 

• 20 hosting sites

• Calls open for fellows and hosting sites

Building expertise
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EXPERTS – SCIENTIFIC PANELS

Canada: 1
Switzerland: 1
United States: 1
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EXPERTS – WORKING GROUPS

Brazil: 1
Israel: 1
Russia: 1
Switzerland: 13
United States: 3
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INFORMATION EXCHANGE

Knowledge junctionData sharing

R4EU Database Public Consultation Pre-Notification 
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OUTREACH ACTIVITIES

Conferences ED visits

Study ToursNational Events
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EU RISK ASSESSMENT AGENDA…

24 MSs
118 proposals

Identify 
partners

Engage 
with 3rd parties

Identify funding
opportunities

Identify concrete 
activities / joint 

projects in 
priority topics
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…THE WIDER PICTURE

EU-RISK 
ASSESSEMENT 

AGENDA

JOINT FOOD SAFETY 

RISK ASSESSMENT 

PRIORITIES

FOOD SAFETY 
RESEARCH 

COMMUNITY

FOOD SAFETY 

RESEARCH NEEDS

EFSA 
STRATEGIC 
PLANNING

INTEGRATED 
STRATEGIC 
OBJECTIVES

CASE STUDY

Risk/benefit assessment 
methodologies in food safety

EFSA strategy:
• Objective: SO4, EFSA’s 
methodologies and guidances for 
evidence-based risk assessment

EU-RAA:
• Priority: Development of 
standard risk benefit assessment 
methods
• Partners of consortium: INRA 
(FR); DTU (DK); University of 
Porto (PT); ASAE (PT)
• Funding: EFSA Partnering Grant

Research community:
• Need: health risks deriving 
from exposure to multiple 
chemicals (EUROMIX) -> data 
that will feed EFSA RAs
• Partners: RIVM + 21 national 
organisations + JRC
• Funding: H2020
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STAFF EXCHANGE

 Seconded National Expert (SNE)

 National Expert in Professional Training (NEPT)
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TRAINING IN RISK ASSESSMENT

 Guidance documents developed by EFSA Scientific 

Committee on different aspects of chemical and 

biological risk assessment and different related tools;

 Collecting, Appraising and Synthesising Evidence.

Series of courses available to 

MS experts, Scientific 

Committee, Panel and 

Working Group members on:
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RESEARCH PLATFORM
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THE FUTURE OF COOPERATION

 EFSA STRATEGY 2020 MID-TERM REVIEW (2018-19):

• Taking stock of progress made
• Customer/stakeholder feedback
• Gap analysis (strategy implementation plan)

 MB REC. ON EFSA 3RD EXTERNAL EVALUATION (2013-
2017):

• Enhance capacity for fit-for purpose and responsive 
scientific advice

• Enhance communication activities to strengthen EFSA’s 
reputation

• Secure long-term efficiency and sustainability of EFSA’s 
operations

• Continue EFSA’s transformation to an Open Science 
Organisation

• Invest in preparedness to cope with complex futures
• Collaborate, cooperate and co-design to meet 

integrated “One Health” protection targets 
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THE FUTURE OF COOPERATION (2)

 178/2002 (General Food Law) PROPOSAL:
• Transparency of risk assessment
• Quality and reliability of studies
• Sustainability and governance of the EFSA 

system
• Improved risk communication

 NEW STRATEGY CYCLE (2021-2027):
• Environmental Scanning
• Stakeholder Consultations
• Scenario Analysis & Prioritization Exercises
• Final Approval & Adoption by Management
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www.efsa.europa.eu/en/engage/careers

www.efsa.europa.eu/en/rss

Subscribe to

Engage with careers

Follow us on Twitter

@efsa_eu

@plants_efsa

@methods_efsa

www.efsa.europa.eu/en/news/newsletters

STAY CONNECTED


